





THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


Responsibility for the contents of any article appearing in the 2 rests entirely with 
the contributor and not with the A.S.P.R 





Volume XXXII JUNE, 1938 Number 6 





CONTENTS 


Page 


Page 
oe wmng ai ra . . - 161 Psychic Research in Greece. 
e Margery Mediumship. 
By William H. Button 165 By E. A. S. Hayward, O.B.E. 180 
ber Rosemary Case of Egyptian na 4 A Letter from England. 
glossy. By Frederic H. Wood, Mus.D. 171 By Dr. Nandor Fodor 186 
Scientific Psychic Research. 
By Brackett K. Thorogood 176 Book Reviews ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ - 190 





Editorial Notes 


In all research it is essential to stop from time to time 
and review the entire field in order to determine whether 
the technique employed is likely to produce the desired re- 
sults. Not only does the technique itself change from year 
to year but often the goal shifts also. For example, the 
primary incentive of the early psychic researchers—men 
such as Crookes and Hare—was the proof of man’s sur- 
vival of bodily death and the possibility of communication 
with him. When psychology developed further, the scien- 
tific approach to the subject of psychic research changed, 
for it became evident to later researchers like Sidgewick, 
Myers and Gurney that psychic manifestation held impor- 
tant clues to the formation and operation of the mind and 
might even demonstrate undreamt of potentialities. The 
interest in proving survival did not grow less, but it was 


felt that the mind’s latent abilities should be determined 
first. 


At the time of Crookes’ researches, psychology was in 
its infancy. The investigation of the physical phenomena 


of psychics by careful observation was the only scientific 
approach. After the founding of the S. P. R. much greater 
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interest was taken in quantitative data on telepathy, phan- 
tasms and other forms of mental phenomena. The intel- 
lectual integrity and cautious approach of Gurney, Myers, 
Barrett and their colleagues won them respect from the 
intelligent world and turned the investigation of psychic 
phenomena into a serious science. After years of study 
most of these men admitted the possibility of the control 
and influence of discarnate beings in the production of 
psychic phenomena, especially of the physical kind, but 
they also concluded that a large part of the supernormal 
content of clairvoyance was due to a rare gift which was 
an integral part of the psychic’s own mind. The discoveries 
made through hypnotic experiments played a large share 
in forming such a conclusion. 


A few years later, psychiatrists started the study of cer- 
tain phenomena formerly considered psychic. The case 
once diagnosed as possession by a discarnate or evil spirit 
came to be considered disintegrated or secondary personal- 
ity. The world gladly accepted this new material explanation 
for such a puzzling phenomenon and the new approach was 
heralded as truly scientific. But, like most theories, it failed 
to explain the prophecy and supernormal abilities of the 
trance personality and eventually psychic researchers fell 
back upon the older explanations with added caution. 
Finding no completely satisfactory answer for the mental 
phenomenon and no connecting link between it and the phy- 
sical, other than the survival hypothesis, they turned once 
more to the study of telekinesis. Here, at least, was more 
solid ground although mediumship has the singular peculiar- 
ity of dependence upon mental and emotional reactions for 
the production of physical results. Little can be obtained 
if the psychological conditions are not right. And it often 
appears that the confinement necessary to instrumental 
checking inhibits the psychic gift. 

Added to this difficulty is a far greater one, perhaps the 
greatest stumbling block in psychic research. No researcher 
feels able to believe implicitly in the observational powers, 
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judgment and accuracy of his colleagues—a circumstance 
for which he is not to be blamed perhaps, but one which 
necessitates his personally witnessing the phenomena before 
he becomes convinced of their reality. How can a science be 
a science when it is subject to personal conviction? 


To return to our long view, it is obvious that until this 
situation is altered, psychic research will make no further 
progress. The personal integrity and precision of the inves- 
tigator must no longer be a factor in the acceptance of the 
results. 

We believe that by the use of certain new techniques such 
as the linking of wooden or metal rings without a joint, 
which was described by our Research Consultant, Mr. 
Thorogood, in the April issue, these difficulties can be elim- 
inated. As he explained, the rings can be prepared so that 
identification at any time is certain. After the successful 
experiment is completed, the rings may be examined in any 
way desired by any number of experts and if the linking 
has been supernormal, the evidence will be contained in the 
rings themselves. No séance room control is necessary. The 
investigator’s observations are not important. The personal 
element is entirely excluded. Either the rings are super- 
normally linked or they are not and anyone is at liberty to 


check upon them at his leisure with the aid of X-rays and 
other modern devices. 


For this reason alone, the A.S.P.R. has devoted long and 
patient years to the perfecting of these techniques. We 
are informed that some experiments in the linking of rings 
have already been successful and enough progress has been 
made to justify confidence that repeated successes will even- 
tually be achieved. 

As we overcome one difficulty we are always presented 
with another and in this instance the scarcity of physical 
mediumship is a grave problem. More ingenious devices 
are invented each year as progress is made in the fields 
of electricity and photography, but the material to work 
upon becomes more rare. Some critics contend that the 


: 
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second is a result of the first because the activities of 
the fraudulent medium will not withstand tests by instru- 
mental equipment. No doubt they are correct in a few cases 
and it is a good thing to get such people weeded out. How- 
ever, the explanation for the scarcity of physical medium- 
ship is probably quite a different one. Mediumship is a gift 
like painting or composing. There are but few great artists 
and they are apt to flourish in a period when conditions are 
favorable to creative endeavor. Many long periods of his- 
tory have been utterly barren of true artistic expression. 
No one knows exactly why this should be. And yet no one 
denies that it is true. If the ability to create artistic master- 
pieces comes only in waves, why then should psychic ability 
be a static thing? Let us hope, in any case, that we will soon 
come into a more productive era for psychic phenomena 
and cherish that which we are now privileged to witness. 














The Margery Mediumship 
Some Physical Phenomena. 


BY WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


New York, June 3, 1938. 


The physical phenomena in psychics should not be neg- 
lected. Possibly in a greater degree than the subjective 


phenomena they have caused interest, contention and often 
times vituperation. 


Statements are frequent to the effect that someone is 
willing to travel thousands of miles if he can only see an 
object moved a quarter of an inch without the intervention 
of any known mechanical force. 


Physical phenomena are dear to the heart of the orthodox 
scientist as he believes that such phenomena are subject to 
measurement; that on occasion it can be determined how 
long they are, how much they weigh, what their tempera- 
ture is, and so forth. Their importance in this regard is ably 


discussed by Mr. Thorogood in the JournaAt for April, 
1938. 


It may be that these ideas have been somewhat detracted 
from by recent speculations as to whether there are any 
such things as time and space. Lacking these conceptions, 


the measurements would seem to transfer themselves into 
the subjective field. 


Despite the interest in these physical phenomena, of late 
it seems the interest in mental phenomena has much in- 
creased. The psychologists have been struggling for years 
to demonstrate that they practice an orthodox science and 
endeavor to measure things. In this they have not been en- 
tirely successful. How long is a thought? How much does 
it weigh? How hot or cold is it? Where did it come from? 


Can a psychologist be an orthodox scientist until he mea- 
sures these things? 
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Possibly the time has come when a science of the Un- 
measurable should be started. 


But it is really not the purpose of this article to philoso- 
phize on this subject. We can leave that at present futile 
effort to others and to future developments. The object of 
this article is to state as simply as possible the circumstances 
surrounding a few physical phenomena. They are only a 
few examples of many that have occurred. 


It will be admitted that they do not come up to the strict 
requirements of Mr. Thorogood’s article above referred to 
in which he possibly correctly maintains that such phenom- 
ena should be observed in absolutely controlled space. These 
phenomena are not such; nevertheless, the control was ex- 
cellent and they were of such a nature as practically to 
exclude normal action. They occurred in the presence of 
Margery and certain others at a sitting held on June 19th, 
1937. 


At that time Mr. and Mrs. Pierson were in Boston and a 
number of sittings were held. In the Journat for July, 
1937 Mrs. Pierson describes some of her experiences in one 
of these sittings which impressed her very much. 


The present sitting however is a different one. 


It was held at Winthrop Beach, Mass., on June 19, 1937 
at eight o’clock in the evening. It was held in a cottage 
built many years ago by Dr. Crandon at the seashore. 
Afterwards there was added an extension consisting of a 
room some 18 by 20 odd feet in dimension, 7 or 8 feet high, 
sealed completely on all sides by California redwood. One 
object of the construction of this room was that it might be 
used for psychic sittings. It is easily searched. It is very 
solidly built. It has two windows which can easily be fas- 
tened. It has a door leading into the living room, one lead- 
ing outdoors, and a door leading into a bathroom set into 
the corner. There is no other door in the bathroom. 


Before the sitting the room was searched thoroughly. It 
was demonstrated that no one except the individuals men- 
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tioned as participating in the experiment was present. The 
two doors and the windows were locked. The bathroom 
door was closed. 


The following people sat around an ordinary card table 
and held hands: Margery, Sary (Mrs. Litzelmann), Carl 
L. Litzelmann, Mr. Nagouchi, Mr. Thomas H. Pierson, 
Mrs. Pierson and the writer. 


“Walter”, the “control”, very quickly began to talk and 
seemed to be very active. 


1. I had procured four rubber balls of about the size of 
tennis balls; had painted bands of luminous paint around 
each of them and had put them on the table. They were 
almost immediately tipped to the floor. This is not referred 
to as anything very remarkable because they would easily 
roll if jarred in any way, but after they were on the floor, 
two of them were picked up and put back on the table. The 
conditions were such that it seems impossible that anyone 
in the circle could have accomplished this result without be- 
ing immediately detected. When on the table, one was taken 
up and bounced on the table top with a considerable amount 
of force as it bounded up from the table at least four feet. 


2. The writer’s hair was pulled several times and it was 


so reported by him. Of course this can be verified by no one 
else. 


3. Ona shelf in the room there was an old victrola con- 
tained in a black case, and a number of records. The shelf 
was about six feet away from the table. The dimensions of 
the victrola were 13 x 11 x 7 inches and it weighed ten 
pounds. With no apparent motion on the part of any of the 
sitters, this victrola was suddenly deposited on the table. 
Then “Walter” said that he would wind it up and play it. 
There was a sound as of the victrola being wound up. 
Walter then requested Mr. Nagouchi to get some records 
from the shelf. He got three and put them on the table. 
They were put on the machine successively and were played, 
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though the machine did not seem to be in very good 
condition. 


4. The writer then had two small books put in his hand 
while it was clasping the adjoining hand, and he so reported. 


5. A lot of books were then deposited on the table. Later 
it was determined that there were eight of them. All of these 
books had been on a shelf six feet from the table. 


6. The writer had on the window seat a traveling bag 
which was some twelve feet from the table. Suddenly it 
seemed to come over the heads of some of the sitters and was 
deposited on the floor near the table. Thereupon, the follow- 
ing articles from the bag were deposited on the table, to-wit: 


a shirt, a pair of stockings, two sets of underwear and a 
collar. 


7. After this, the bathroom door which had been closed 
was opened and closed three times. 


8. The bell box (being the same old Scientific American 
bell box) was rung several times as requested; that is, the 
number of times it was to ring was requested and it did so. 
It seems to have its old time potency. 


9. Someone requested a number of knocks to be produced 
on the wall. This was done as requested. 


Sary was in trance only a short time, and Margery was 
awake most of the time. She complained that someone 
seemed to be back of her. 


The above phenomena are recorded with the conviction of 
everybody present that none of them was produced by the 
assistance of anyone there. Everyone who was on the prem- 


ises was a party to the sitting and all were sitting around the 
table. 


The fact that an object moves a considerable distance 
without the interposition of any known force probably does 
not prove survival. At the same time, such a phenomenon 
is one which, in connection with the surrounding circum- 
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stances, may be very significant as to the powers that are 
exercised in many inscrutable ways, but again I disclaim any 
effort to interpret these occurrences. 


A copy of the record of this sitting follows, with a fac- 
simile reproduction of the signatures. 


June 19. 37. Winthrop Beach 8 p.m. 


Margery, Sary, Carl Litzelmann, Nagouchi, Pierson, Mrs. Pierson 
and W. H. Button. 


“Walter” came through quickly and seemed to be very vigorous. 


First there were four balls on the table, rubber, about the size of 
tennis balls, with bands of luminous paint on them. They were tipped 
onto the floor and then a couple of them were put back on the table 
and one was bounced on the table, seemingly with a lot of force. It 
rebounded about four feet. 


Second, Button’s hair was pulled several times and he reported it. 
Of course he was the only one who knew it. 


Third, an old victrola in a black case was on a shelf six feet away 
from the table. It was 13 x 11 x 7 inches and weighed 10 pounds. 
It was suddenly put on the table. “Walter” said he would wind it , 
up and play it. There was a sound as of winding. “Walter” requested 
Nagouchi to get some records. He got three and “Walter” put them 


on successively. Then “Walter” played them though the machine 
did not seem to be in good condition. 


Fourth, Button had two small books put in his hand and so reported. 
Of course the others cannot verify this. 


Fifth, then eight books were deposited on the table. 


Sixth, Button had a travelling bag on a seat at side of room twelve 
feet away. It seemed to come over the heads of some of the sitters 
and was deposited on the floor near the table. Then the following 
articles from it were deposited on the table — a shirt, a pair of 
stockings, two sets of underwear, and a collar. 


Sary was in trance only a short time and Margery seemed awake 
most of the time. She complained that someone seemed to be back 


of her. There was no one there and the room had been searched and 
locked. 
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The bath room door was opened three times. The bell box several 
times rang a requested number of times. Also there were knocks 


on wall as requested. 
J. SPT Carer 
Gatl é 


V wal, teempeilen Be bolt rptany bn bus nce 

















The Rosemary Case of Egyptian Xenoglossy 
BY FREDERIC H. WOOD, MUS.D. 


Eprror’s Note: Although all the readers of the JouRNAL may not share 
Dr. Wood’s conviction of the reality of communication, they will appreciate 
the painstaking care with which the phenomena of the remarkable Rosemary 
xenoglossy have been recorded. The Editor would be greatly pleased if the 
JourNAL were the means by which the attention of American Egyptologists 
was drawn to the Rosemary case. Dr. Wood offers a fair challenge. 


An English student naturally looks to America for an 
interest in Xenoglossy, or “speaking in tongues”; for it 
was Laura Edmonds, the gifted daughter of Judge 
Edmonds, who first demonstrated it to modern psychic 
research in America during the middle of the last century. 


The modern Rosemary case is that of an English girl 
whose transmission of the lost speech of Ancient Egypt 
during the past six years is unique in many ways. The 
full story is told in our book, Ancient Egypt Speaks, 
(Rider) written by myself and an amateur Egyptologist, 
A. J. Howard Hulme, who has therein translated the first 
hundred of the thousand odd phrases and sentences which 
are now entered in my records. 


It is unique, first, in that the language spoken is the 
oldest studied by modern research — not only by psychic 
students like Professor Bozzano, but by archaeologists 
themselves. Of the written characters (hieroglyphs) much 
has been rediscovered during the last hundred years, to- 
gether with the syntax adopted in the formal writing of the 
ancient scribes; but the real speech-element has so far 
eluded Egyptologists, since the scribes seldom wrote the 
vowels, and the phonetic values of some of the consonants 
are still a matter of conjecture. Students can only guess 
at its pronunciation by comparison with Coptic, a later form 
of Egyptian as far removed in time from the ancient speech 
as modern English from Anglo-Saxon. 


The Rosemary case is also unique in that from the first 
manifestation in 1931, down to the present date, these 
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strange phrases have been recorded, numbered, and trans- 
lated with great care. It is the most voluminous case of 
xenoglossy in the world’s history. That has increased its 
value enormously, for comparison of the later phrases with 
earlier ones has revealed that the xenoglossy is altogether 
consistent in the matters of pronunciation, syntax, and 
meaning. 


The phrases occur mostly in short sentences, spoken 
slowly and deliberately by the guide “Nona”, to enable me 
to record them as accurately as a speech full of Asiatic gut- 
turals can be recorded in English phraseology. At times, 
in moments of excitement she speaks very rapidly, but even 
then the fragments of the “spate”? which I manage to get 
down are shown to be her normal Egyptian. 


“Nona” is not her real name. It was assumed by her on 
first contacting through Rosemary in 1928, and is merely a 
nom-de-plume meaning, in Egyptian, “nothing”. Her proper 
name of Telika-Ventiu (Telika of the Fenkhu, or Asiatic 
races) was given to me through other English mediums, 
and through the xenoglossy. There is reason to believe that 
she was the Babylonian wife of Amenhotep II] mentioned 
in the Tel al Amara tablets discovered in 1887, which, how- 
ever, do not give the name of the lady. “Nona” certainly 
lived in Egypt over 3000 years ago, for she has proved it by 
accurate speech of the period; and when I say accurate I 
mean that it is consistent, and that the consonant element 
agrees, in the main, with what Egyptologists have dis- 
covered. Even where there are apparent discrepancies, 


“Nona’s” consistency is such as to suggest that Egyptolo- 
gists might revise their ideas. 


For example they have assumed that “S” and “Z” were 
frequently interchanged in Egyptian pronunciation, like 
our English word “rose”. “Nona’s” xenoglossy proves that 
they are right. They have also recently discovered that “R” 
was frequently spoken as “L”. Again they are right, for 
“Nona’s” phrase, recorded by me as “oo-el-ia-went” (which 
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means “is important towards evidence”) would be trans- 
literated as “au-ur-ar-unnt”’ by most Egyptologists. A few 
transcribe the first syllable as “tz’’ — which is absurd when 
one compares it with the real sound “oo”. 


What they do not yet know (but may ultimately learn 
from ‘“Nona’s” speech) is that not only was the Egyptian 
“FR” often sounded as “V”; but the Egyptian “P” was fre- 
quently (but not always) pronounced “PH”, or “F”, and 
sometimes “V”’. 

Again, they are beginning to see that the sign of the 
gloved hand (which they formerly imagined was “T”) is 
really “D”. One of “Nona’s” most frequent salutations is 
“Give life to you!’’, which she speaks as “Dongkh!”. Egyp- 
tologists transcribed it as “Ta-ankh”. There is a similar 
fusion of elision in the phrase “Ta-em”’ (“to put before”) 
which “Nona” pronounces as “Dom”. 


Other doubtful phonetics to Egyptologists are the sign of 
the curved snake, which is neither “DJ” nor “TCH” as they 
have hitherto imagined, but “ZH” as in “azure”: also the 
“K” in such words as “kerp”’, which “Nona” speaks as 
“gleef”’. 

Now if these differences of pronunciation were occasional 
or fortuitous, we could reasonably assume that ‘““Nona” was 
merely guessing. (Rosemary of course has never seen an 
Egyptian dictionary.) But they are not: they are most 
consistent. Thus the phrase given above, “oo-el-ta-went”, 
was first spoken on Dec. 5, 1931, as No. 37 of the series. 
It was not used again until Sept. 18, 1935 (No. 616) after 
an interval of nearly four years, and even then it appeared 
in a different context. But its phrasing and pronunciation 
were exactly the same. 

We are therefore justified in stating that this consistent 
use of xenoglossy argues a colloquial familiarity with the 
ancient Egyptian language which should bring conviction 
to all reasonable critics. This speech is a genuine renais- 
sance of a dead but once-living tongue. From that assump- 
tion we may deduce that the controlling intelligence, 
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“Nona”, must have survived normal death for at least 3000 
years. That is a most important fact for Psychic Research. 


What happened to her during that long interval: how she 
came to revive her Egyptian memories (and language) after 
many experiences, presumably, in other worlds during which 
her conscious mind lost all memory of Earth: and finally, 
her purpose in doing it to convince us poor mortals that 
life is eternal: all these questions are separate from the 
essential fact that the language of the Pharaohs is now 
available for Egyptologists to study. 


Their present attitude, I regret to say, is one of almost 
imbecile incredulity. Had one-tenth of the evidence we have 
to offer them been discovered in Egyptian tombs, the world’s 
newspapers would have been full of it for days. But they 
are hopelessly bigotted against the results of psychic re- 
search, and also, possibly, because they did not make these 
discoveries themselves. They would rather accept the evi- 
dence of a dead hand, than that of a living tongue. 


I have encountered several of them in argument, but 
they can only “talk hieroglyphics”. Put them to the test 
on their limited knowledge of Egyptian speech, and they 
promptly run away. In Oxford recently I challenged its 
own Professor of Egyptology to debate the matter with me 
publicly, either there or in London. He ran away. I also 
asked the British Museum to fix up the debate there: no 
response! Two other Egyptologists were asked to examine 
and compare the xenoglossy with what they already knew 
of the written elements of the language. They were terri- 
fied, and promptly ran away. 


That is why I asked Dr. Fodor to invite his friends (in 
the January issue of this JouRNAL) to find me an American 
Egyptologist who is sufficiently enlightened on psychic facts 
to examine our xenoglossy as one would examine any newly- 
discovered papyri from Egypt. I can promise him, in re- 
turn, a most fascinating and useful field of research, and 
ultimate fame that will equal Champollion’s, for instance, 
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who in 1822 gave the world its first idea of the meaning of 
hieroglyphs. 

Such help, however, is not vital to us, for we are getting 
our facts across to the thinking public without the help of 
Egyptologists: and “Nona” has assured me that later dis- 


coveries in Egypt will confirm our facts even to the most 
orthodox. 











Scientific Psychic Research 


BY BRACKETT K. THOROGOOD 


Research Consultant 


In my presentation of suggestions for the scientific study 
of psychic phenomena I have been emphasizing the impor- 
tance of the isolation of the equipment at the locus of the 
phenomena. The second article in this series dealt with the 
preparation of rings to be used in the investigation of super- 
normal linking, and in this connection it was pointed out 
that the destruction of the rings, or their deformation, 
would invalidate the test. 


In the experiment which I shall describe in this article 
it is the destruction of the equipment by supernormal means 
which enables us to gain some idea of the extent of the 
force at work. Although this experiment is indirect and 
far from quantitative in measurement, giving us no idea of 
the possible maximum, it is very simple to prepare and 
requires very little equipment, so that an amateur investi- 
gator may easily undertake it. 


Many writers have called attention to the force exerted 
in psychic demonstrations, and Crawford did considerable 
experimental work along this line. 


While there is plenty of simple equipment available for 
the measurement of mechanical force, it is not always a 
simple matter to ensure its isolation. As the basis of the 
experiment which I am about to illustrate I shall use the 
mouthpiece of an ordinary carbon telephone transmitter. 
Fig. 1 shows such a transmitter mounted on a block of 
wood. It is of standard make and is such as may be found 
in any telephone booth. 


Like all telephone equipment, this mouthpiece has been 
very carefully designed and constructed, and that part of it 
with which the public comes in contact has been so made 
as to enable it to withstand considerable abuse. 
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If we detach one of these mouthpieces from a transmitter, 
we shall find that we have a structure which is, mechanically 
speaking, unusually strong, and which due to its composi- 
tion is extremely resistant to breakage. If we orient it as 
shown in Fig. 2 A or B, and place it between the platens of 
a testing machine, applying a compressive force as indi- 
cated by the arrows, it will be found that a pressure of 
about two hundred pounds is required to cause its rupture. 

Anyone may make a rough test by placing one of these 
mouthpieces on the floor on its side and asking a heavy 
person to stand on it. Unless the person weighs one hun- 
dred and eighty pounds or more it will not break. Yet J 
have witnessed the rupture of several of these mouthpieces, 
which had been placed on a table in front of, but not within 
reach of, a medium, without any apparent mechanical force 
having been exerted. Fig. 3 shows a mouthpiece which was 
damaged under such conditions. It is obvious that in this 
instance the equipment can not be said to have been totally 
isolated. However, if we have a number of mouthpieces 
which have been broken in this way, even though they may 
not have been under complete protection, our curiosity 
should be sufficiently aroused to make us devise additional 
and thorough isolation. 

We might, for instance, mount a mouthpiece on a wire 
or string inside a cage as shown in Fig. 4. The screen used 
in this particular case is of about %4-inch mesh on the sides, 
and considerably finer on one end, the difference being 
simply a matter of convenience. The mouthpiece is sus- 
pended from a string which, in turn, has a spring at one 
end to keep it taut, but without enough tolerance to permit 
the mouthpiece to be drawn to the side of the cage. While 
the mouthpiece is still not completely isolated, it would nev- 
ertheless be very difficult for the sensitive or any one else 
to insert a tool or tools of any kind into the cage and exert 
sufficient force to break it. 

The identification of the apparatus used is a relatively 
simple matter, since each mouthpiece has a serial number 
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built into it; and may be further marked microscopically, 
and photomicrographed for record. 

Another method of isolation, and a much better one, was 
suggested by Mark W. Richardson, M.D. It is to bury one 
or more mouthpieces in a paraffin block. (This is accom- 
plished by melting the paraffin and pouring it around the 
mouthpiece in a mold.) Fig. 5 shows such an arrangement. 
The identifying marks on each mouthpiece should be care- 
fully recorded before they are embedded and the paraffin 
should be chemically treated so as to ensure its identifica- 
tion. X-rays should be made of these before they are used, 
as well as macro-photographs of each surface and edge of 
the block. The paraffin which was used in the case illus- 
trated melts at approximately 110°F., but a wax with a 
much higher melting point could be used equally well. 

There are many other ways in which such a mouthpiece 
might be completely isolated and so kept under control. 
The experiment in this form is suggested for the benefit of 
those who have access to only simple material and by this 
method they may be able to achieve worthwhile results. 
(Almost any dentist who has the necessary equipment would 
be willing to make the X-rays.) If the test is carried out 
entirely in the presence of the investigator, and he has 
properly prepared the material and its identification record, 
the isolation described will be as complete as is necessary. 
If supernormally produced, only a few seconds, or at most, 
minutes, are required for the experiment’s consummation. 
A comparison of the X-ray pictures taken before and after 
the experiment, will show whether the mouthpiece is in the 
same relative position, and a macro-picture of the outside 
surfaces and edges of the paraffin block will show whether 
they have undergone any change, thus affording a complete 
check. Furthermore, the paraffin itself should be checked 
as to identity: and finally, upon its removal from the wax, 
the identity of the mouthpiece itself should be established. 

Let us assume for the sake of argument that it might be 
possible to open up the paraffin thus prepared, rupture the 
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mouthpiece, re-insert it and seal the block. My experience 
has shown me that the time required to effect the rupture 
of one of these appliances by supernormal means is very 
short indeed, a matter of a few seconds only, the actual 
breaking occurring almost instantaneously. Moreover, I have 
tested many of them to the point of destruction and have 
found that the amount of the force necessary to accomplish 
this is very close to that which I have already mentioned 
and which agrees with that given by the manufacturers. 
These two facts would of themselves indicate how unlikely 
it would be that such a lengthy process could have been 
carried out in such a brief space of time and undetected by 
the investigator, to say nothing of the evidence which the 
X-ray and macro-picture would provide. 


Although, as I have said, this method calls for relatively 
simple equipment, it does require careful photographic 
work, both before the experiment and after its completion, 
in order that the investigator may be able to certify the 
condition of the paraffin block, but certainly this is not 
beyond the ability of many amateurs. 


My reason for suggesting simple experiments of this 
type is that I believe much may be learned from them, and 
if an unusual sensitive is discovered, it would be quite an 
easy matter for those who have had a little experience to 
carry on this type of experiment to the point where they 
could provide the A. S. P. R. with positive and worth-while 
data to be further investigated for scientific accuracy. 


Psychic Research in Greece 


BY E. A. S. HAYWARD, O.B.E. 


It may be of interest to the members of the American So- 
ciety for Psychical Research to have an account of some 
experiments which my wife and I were privileged to see last 
spring during a visit to the Greek Society for Psychical 
Research at Athens. 

We had spent the winter in the island of Malta, and after 
deciding to continue our journey to Greece, which is so inti- 
mately connected with psychic phenomena in the past, I 
wrote to Dr. Angelo Tanagras, the President of the Society, 
informing him of our project, and he kindly invited us to 
attend the experiments conducted by him and his circle. 

We left Malta in a Dutch steamer for Piraeus, the port 
of Athens, and after a pleasant voyage of two and a half 
days, arrived at that city the morning of the 17th of April, 
1937. I at once got in touch with the Doctor, and found that 
one of the regular meetings was to be held that evening. 

He asked us to come about half an hour before the pro- 
ceedings commenced, so that we could have a chat, and meet 
his mediums and some of the active members. 


Dr. Tanagras is a retired medical officer of the Greek 
Navy, and for a number of years has been the leader of the 
experiments conducted by the society. He speaks a little 
English, but the greater part of our conversation was in 
French. He is also the author of a number of books on psy- 
chic and related subjects. 

His work has been made possible through the financial 
support of a well-known. Greek lady, Madame Choremi- 
Benaki, the daughter of a celebrated Greek philanthropist, 
who, at his death, presented his mansion to the city, together 
with a most valuable collection of Ancient Greek, Byzantine 
and other antiquities. 


The meetings, which usually take place thrice a week, are 
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held at 67 Odos Aristotelon, in rooms which have been spe- 
cially adapted for the purpose. 


One evening each week, during the Sessions, is devoted 
to telepathic work between Athens and Warsaw, and another 
to similar work with Vienna. The third is devoted to the 
reception of visitors, and to talks by the Doctor and demon- 


strations given by his mediums for the benefit of those 
attending. 


Dr. Tanagras is an animist, and he places his mediums, 
all of whom are women, under hypnotic trance for all his 
experiments. He can usually count upon the presence of, at 
least, five out of the seven who have been trained by him. 
One has been with him for over ten years, and several others 
for two years or more; most of them are unprofessional, and 
all give their services voluntarily. They have all become so 
amenable to his powers of hypnosis that it is now only nec- 
essary for him to pass his hand over their eyes to bring 


about the trance condition. Several are now able to induce 
it at will. 


They sat on a couch and chairs placed at the end of the 
room used for the experiments. 


As soon as they were under hypnosis he opened their eye- 
lids for us to see that their pupils were all turned up, so that 
practically only the white of their eyes were visible. 


The first two experiments were for the purpose of “re- 
ception” from Warsaw, where the circle is conducted by 
Professor Szmurlo. At the time arranged for concentration 
all lights were extinguished, except one small red electric 
bulb. There is a difference of exactly one hour between the 
Athens time and that of Warsaw and Vienna. Five minutes 
were allowed for reception at each experiment, at the ex- 
piration of which the Doctor took them out of trance by 
again passing his hand over their eyes. Each was then 
given a small book made up of sheets of white paper with 
carbon paper between, and they were then directed to draw, 
with a pencil, the object which they had perceived. Dupli- 
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cate copies were thus obtained, and passed to the Doctor, 
so that he could separate them, and send one complete set, 
by post, that evening to Warsaw. A copy of each was re- 
tained for the purpose of comparison, on receipt of the 
originals from that city. We were shown a number of re- 
sults of former experiments, and some of them were very 
good, and at times, an almost exact facsimile of the 
transmission. 


After the two experiments for “reception” there were 
two for “transmission”. For this the mediums went into 
an adjoining room, which was arranged with white sheets 
hung on either side, with a smaller one at the end, facing 
where they were seated. On this was first placed a key, and 
then an object like a lobster, cut out of black paper. The 
mediums concentrated on each for five minutes, with a rest 
of similar duration between each experiment. 

Then followed at a scheduled time two more experiments 
as “percipients’’. 

One of the mediums is a young graduate of Athens Uni- 
versity, known as “Klio”. In her earlier years she had ex- 
perienced a severe mental shock, and poltergeist phenomena 
occurred in her surroundings. She had been brought to 
the Doctor for treatment, and he was able to restrain these 
indiscriminate phenomena and induce a condition during 
which she has developed the interesting power of affecting 
the needle of a small compass placed upon a wooden table. 
For this purpose she was placed under hypnosis, and, as she 
is of a highly nervous temperament, it was suggested to her 
that she is the only person in the room. Standing in front 
of the compass she began to make passes with her hands 
several inches above it. A few minutes elapsed before 
movements of the needle were observed. They were slow 
at first, but gradually became more rapid. She worked 
herself up to a state of great excitement until the needle 
began to move and as this emotion increased to the point 
of anger, the movements became more pronounced. Even- 
tually she was able to cause the needle to stop at will. Finally 
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she was able to control the movements with her hands under 
the table. After the experiment was over we tried, for some 
time, to emulate her, but without success. 


For our special benefit, as a concluding display, some of 
the mediums gave an exhibition of their powers of clair- 
voyance, and for this purpose a number of Greek words 
had been written on slips of paper, and placed between a 
fold of black paper, and each placed in an envelope, and 
mixed indiscriminately, so that all possibility of telepathy 
should be excluded. About forty envelopes were used, and 
one was selected at random and given to a medium under 
hypnosis for perception. We were told that frequently as 
high as eighty per cent of success was achieved. On this 
occasion the percentage was considerably less, but still far 
above the average that could be accounted for by guess 


work. One of the youngest mediums was the most suc- 
cessful. 


On the occasion of our second visit the telepathic experi- 
ments were conducted with Vienna, where the circle is 
headed by Professor Beth, and the proceedings followed the 
lines of those previously described. The objects chosen were 


a cork-screw and a fly. Then followed two experiments in 
perception. 


Again, some of the mediums gave, for our benefit, a 
demonstration of their psychometric powers. Dr. Tanagras 
handed me a large packet of blank cards used by the Police 
for the purpose of registration of aliens. I was asked to 
select at random, and give one to each medium so that it 
might be impregnated with her magnetism, by handling 
when under hypnosis. After the impregnation each card was 
handed back to me, and I shuffled each between five others, 
after having secretly marked it for recognition by myself. 
Each medium was given one pack of six cards to pick out 
the one she had magnetized, and all were successful in the 
test. 

A further experiment along the lines of the previous 
evening was then carried out with the envelopes containing 








184] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


Greek words, and on this occasion the young medium was 
successful in ten out of seventeen tests. The other two who 
took part had a smaller proportion of successes. This ended 
the evening’s proceedings. 


On our third visit there were a number of guests, includ- 
ing the President of the Medical Council and one of the 
senior Police Officials, who spoke English quite well, and 
with whom we had a long conversation on psychic subjects. 


The results of the experiments with Warsaw the previous 
week had been received, and were shown to us by Dr. 
Tanagras. They were only moderately successful. It was 
interesting to note that the claws and legs of the lobster 


had in one case been registered as the ripples of water under 
a boat. 


Experiments in clairvoyance, psychometry and with the 
compass were conducted for the benefit of the visitors, 
and in the last mentioned the medium worked herself 
up into a great state of agitation resulting in very rapid 
and decisive movements of the needle. At the conclusion she 
parted the hair on her head so that a portion of her scalp 
was laid bare, and moving her head in a circular motion 
over the instrument, caused the needle to revolve in the 
same direction. 


There was also present a young woman who had the 
faculty of painting very rapidly in oil colors when placed 


under hypnosis by another doctor who was amongst the 
visitors. 


It was suggested to her, after she was in a hypnotic state, 
that she should paint a picture of roses in a vase. A pal- 
lette with oil colors was then placed in her right hand and 
the brushes in her left hand. An easel with white cartridge 
paper fixed on a board was placed in front of her, and she 
painted very rapidly, mixing the colors with jabs of the 
brush, and she made considerable use of her fingers in the 
composition of the picture. The whole was completed in 
one minute and forty seconds, and was very effective. There 
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was among the guests a French painter of repute, who 
had come to see her work, and he expressed his surprise at 


her rapidity which was far quicker than could be done 
normally. 


In conversation it was elicited that both the young woman 
and her husband, who accompanied her, were professional 
artists, so it rather minimized the fact of her artistry, but 
did not detract from the speed with which the work was 
executed, which was quite abnormal. 


We were presented with one of her previous paintings as 
a memento. 


Our last visit was also the concluding session before the 
Society closed down for the Holiday season, and the pro- 
ceedings were a repetition of those we had seen before. 

None of the mediums could speak any language but their 
own but they all showed by their willingness to give evidence 
of their powers how pleased they were to see our interest 
in their work and the senior member gave us her signed 


photograph and the others their autographs by which to 
remember them. 


We greatly appreciated the courtesy and kindness of 
Dr. Tanagras, and I am pleased to place on record the 
general features of the work of this circle for the informa- 


tion of the members of the American Society for Psychical 
Research. 











A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 
(Director of Research, International Institute for Psychical Research) 


London, May, 1938 
TABLE TURNING EXPERIMENTS 


The success which we had with the Thornton Heath Poltergeist 
was not the only piece of good fortune which fell to our lot in the 
Spring. I was introduced to a London composer and his wife who, 
I was told, could move a heavy table without contact in good red 
light. Frankly, I was rather skeptical. I thought that a lot of it 
would prove to be imagination caused by red-light fatigue. But I 
was amazed at what happened. 


In good red light and partial white light coming from the bottom 
of a badly coated photographic red lamp, we three stood up around 
the table, holding hands. I stood as far back as I could and 
had a good view of the bottom cross bars of the table. Neither 
my host’s nor my hostess’ foot was touching them. The table 
was a heavy oak dining-room table, weighing at least 60-80 pounds. 
It was standing on a carpet. It began to creak and groan, and then, 


without any contact whatever from any of us, it shifted in several 
directions. 


“Douglas”, the control, on my request, pinned the table down 
so that I could only lift it with great effort; then, in total darkness, 
moved it with my 168 pounds of weight on it while my host and 
hostess (who, for reason of professional standing, do not wish their 
names to be disclosed) gently placed their hands on top. 


In view of these unusually powerful manifestations, I asked my 
friends to come to the Institute and permit us to conduct experi- 
ments. They were good enough to do so, and we began another 


series of sittings from which very satisfactory results might be 
expected. 


I provided a small, three-legged table, hoping to photograph it 
in the air. We saw this table tilt without contact, and, with contact, 
we saw it several times skip up in the air, but in the first two sit- 
ings, for a variety of reasons, we failed to get good photographic 


records. However, we have registered something else which we did 
not expect. 


In the first sitting we had three, and in the second, four cameras 
exposed simultaneously. One of them, on each occasion, was a 
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quartz lens camera. On the first occasion, I had four plates exposed 
in this camera; on the second, five. On each occasion, one of the 
plates showed something remarkable. 

Above the sitters’ heads, as far as it could be determined, there 
was a well exposed mark suggesting a freakish electric discharge. 
The design, on the second occasion, differed from the first and it 
was not registered on either occasion on the plates which were ex- 
posed through a glass lens. The plates were infra-red plates whose 
sensitivity curve, in the ultra-violet region, goes about 100 Angstrom 
Unit beyond the most useful band of ultra-violet which the glass 
lens can yet transmit. As neither the examination of the camera 
nor of the plates suggested a technical or chemical fault as an 
explanation, at the moment it is permissible to infer that we might 
have registered, by the ultra-violet light which accompanied it, the 
discharge of an unknown energy. 

I hope that further experiments may confirm this supposition. I 
have considerable experience with so-called psychic effects on plates 
and while I have seen markings somewhat similar to these on some 
plates, I have never had the good fortune to obtain them when I 
myself was responsible both for loading, exposure and development. 


MRS. DENNIS BRADLEY AND GEORGE VALIANTINE 


The late Mr. Dennis Bradley left us, in Towards the Stars and 
in The Wisdom of the Gods, remarkable records of the Direct Voice 
as obtained through his and his wife’s mediumship and through 
George Valiantine. When, however, Mr. Bradley’s third book, And - 
After was published, accusing Valiantine of imposture in connection 
with an alleged discarnate finger-print which originated from an 
imprint of his elbow, the impression prevailed that he also discred- 
ited his direct voice findings with the same medium. This was not 
the case and Mrs. Dennis Bradley, on May 25th, came to the Inter- 
national Institute for Psychical Research to say so. 

She said that Mr. Dennis Bradley was exceedingly embittered 
against Valiantine who, he thought, had taken advantage of his 
friendship and trust; but he did not, for a moment, believe that the 
exposure invalidated his Direct Voice experiences. Valiantine him- 
self never admitted his guilt. He claimed complete ignorance of 
what happened and groaned, in great distress: “Why have they done 
this, why have they done this?” 

The choice, therefore, seemed to lie between the dishonesty of 
George Valiantine and his controls. The latter choice would entail 
a disbelief in the existence of Valiantine’s controls as spirits. I 
remember that I put the question to Dennis Bradley point-blank. 
His answer was that he could not doubt the independence of Valian- 
tine’s controls and that he simply could not explain the mystery. 
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I was present at the meeting of the S.P.R. at the end of February 
when Mr. S. G. Soal, lecturer in pure mathematics at Queen Mary 
College, University of London, delivered what he considered the 
coup de grace to Professor Rhine’s experiments in extra-sensory 
perception at Duke University. He and his co-workers performed 
100,000 tests on more than 120 people in the psychological laboratory 
at University College without finding anyone who could beat the 
laws of chance. Among the subjects was Mrs. Eileen Garrett who, 
making 625 guesses for Dr. Rhine, got an average of 13.4 calls 
correct out of every 25 readings of the E. S. P. cards. At University 
College, however, her average was 5, the mean chance. Mr. Soal 
thinks that Dr. Rhine’s experiments were vitiated by “careless 
method and unsound technique”. All that he concedes is that clair- 
voyance would appear to be demonstrated in those experiments con- 
ducted by Hubert Pierce and Dr. Pratt in different buildings of 


Duke University “if the honesty of the persons concerned in them 
is assumed”, 


The criticism of Mr. Soal is supported by Professor Thouless who 
teaches psychology at Glasgow University. In a letter to the 
Sunday Times (March 27th, 1938) he says: 

“I do not claim that my negative results disprove Dr. Rhine’s 
positive ones. I started to repeat Dr. Rhine’s experiments in the 
hope that I should confirm his results. I have completely failed 
to do so.” 

Professor Thouless only carried out between 6,000 and 7,000 ex- 
periments. He makes no attempt to be as devastating as Mr. Soal. 
Speaking of the much debated transparency of some of Dr. Rhine’s 
packs of cards, he says: 

“This objection does not dispose of all of Dr. Rhine’s evidence, 
since in some cases his subjects called out all of the cards in a pack 
without removing any, and were thus able only to see the back of 
the top one.” 

During the S.P.R. meeting, a rather ingenious observation was 
made by the Rev. Drayton Thomas in answer to Mr. Soal’s findings. 
He was delighted with the result because, he said, Mr. Soal has 
proved that telepathy between the living does not occur. This being 
the case, how is he going to explain all those trance communications 
in which the evidence was ascribed to telepathy as this remained 
the sole alternative to the survival theory. Mr. Soal himself ad- 
vanced telepathy as the probable explanation of some startling per- 
sonal communications which he discusses in the S.P.R. Proceedings 
for December 1925. So far he has failed to give any enlightenment 
of what effect his present findings will have on his previous ones. 
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BLOOD TEST EXPERIMENTS WITH EILEEN GARRETT 


At the same meeting of the S.P.R. another paper was read by 
Mrs. Peel Goldney on an attempt to check up on the startling physio- 
logical changes, reported from America, in Mrs. Eileen Garrett’s 
body when she was controlled by her various trance personalities. 
These experiments were conducted under the aegis of the Inter- 
national Institute for Psychical Research and Mrs. Goldney’s paper 
was read at the S.P.R. by special permission of the Council of the 
I.1.P.R. Mrs. Goldney secured, for the purpose of this investigation, 
the cooperation of two eminent doctors. Dr. Cuthbert Dukes, of St. 
Peter’s Hospital, undertook the blood test and Dr. Geoffrey Bourne, 
of St. Bartholomew Hospital, undertook the cardiographic tests. An- 
other blood test was made at the Institute’s own premises by Dr. 
Woolley, chairman of our Medical Committee, and Dr. Nunan. 


All the three investigations were entirely negative. The doctors 
did not note any changes beyond those that might be expected in 
hysterical subjects. 

Eight proxy sittings with Mrs. Garrett, also in charge of Mrs. 
Goldney, yielded very poor results. No wonder, therefore, that when 
all these negative reports were submitted before the S.P.R. it 
seemed that Mrs. Eileen Garrett had one of the blackest days of 
her long mediumistic career. I stood up and asked the audience to 
state frankly whether they ever had any evidence through Mrs. 
Garrett or whether they frankly disbelieved in her mediumship. I 
stated that while I cannot explain the negative results reported by 
all the investigators concerned, it was a grave mistake to make a 
sweeping generalization as no amount of negative evidence can dis- 
prove the positive one arrived at after every allowance for sources 
of error or normal explanation have been made. There was a mur- 
mur of approval but no census was taken. Mr. Soal and Mrs. Gold- 
ney had won the day. 





Book Reviews 


VENETIAN VOICES (Modern Psychic Mysteries, vol. Il). By 


Quendolyn Kelley Hack. Rider & Co., Paternoster House E.C. 
London, 15/— 


Mrs. Kelley Hack’s first book, Modern Psychic Mysteries, recorded 
the remarkable mediumship of the Marquis Centurione Scotto at 
Millesimo Castle near Genoa, Italy. Her second book, Venetian 
Voices, is a compilation of the records of George Valiantine’s sit- 
tings with Count Piero Bon and a group of his personal friends which 
took place in Venice in May, 1929. These records include the Boston- 
Venice Cross Correspondences between Valiantine and the Bon circle 
in Venice and the Margery circle in Boston which have been reported 
in the Journat for May and July, 1930 and for November, 1935. 
Though this material will not be new to the readers of the JouRNAL, 
the remarkable instances of xenoglossy and other phenomena are of 
fresh interest. Mrs. Hack, Mrs. Dennis Bradley of England, and 
on a few occasions, Mrs. Valiantine, were the only English speaking 
members of the circle besides the medium. Therefore, most of the 
direct voice phenomena were produced in Italian, and more signifi- 
cantly, in a number of difficult dialects. “Christo D’Angelo,” the 
leading control of the circle, claims to have been a Sicilian, and speaks 
and sings in a Sicilian dialect difficult for even the Italian sitters to 
understand. A purported communicator, Sebastiano Cabato, a fif- 
teenth century navigator, spoke in a’dialect that all agreed appeared 
to be an early and now extinct Venetian speech. Captain Rodano, a 
frequent sitter, spoke often with purported relatives in a pure 
Piedmontese dialect. Mrs. Hack’s guide, “Imperator”, sang a 
Gregorian Chant in Latin and translated it into modern Italian upon 
request. “Pat O’Brien’, a guide of Valiantine’s, added to “Christo 
D’Angelo’s” repertoire of Sicilian folk songs with an Irish ditty in 
the brogue. Mrs. Kelley Hack, who has sat with Margery at Lime 
Street, declares that “Walter’s” voice was heard with its unique 
timbre and joking gayety. Such a wide variety of dialects, languages 
and pitches makes impersonation by the medium appear to be a re- 
mote speculation. 


There are two other points brought out in this book which seem to 
be of especial significance. It will be remembered that the first cross 
correspondence test between Venice and Boston involved a set of 
three numbers chosen spontaneously from the leaves of a calendar 
by Mr. Frederick Bligh Bond. The choice was made during a sitting 
at Lime Street in the dark and was received by Valiantine at a si- 
multaneous sitting in Venice. The second series of numbers were 
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chosen in a similar manner by Mr. Bond at a subsequent sitting. 
Unknown to the Boston group, Valiantine had left Venice. The Bon 
circle, sitting without him in Venice at the appointed time, received 
the numbers through the automatic writing of Mrs. Kelley Hack. 


The second point is that Signorina Valle, an amateur medium and 
personal friend of Count and Countess Bon, was able to develop a 
trance mediumship sufficiently strong to produce a few of the voices 
after Valiantine’s departure. 


LORD HALIFAX’S GHOST BOOK. London: Geoffrey Bles, 
1936, $3.40. 


The accounts of presumably supernatural occurrences contained in 
this interesting volume are taken from a collection of such tales 
which was formed during a great many years, by the father of the 
present Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in England, who has 
prefixed a short introduction and has carefully noted the sources of 
the stories as well as the scenes in which they took place. The late 
Lord Halifax was endowed with a discriminating and versatile mind. 
Playing a prominent part in the events of his day, he was noted 
chiefly as the most eminent layman in the Anglican High Church 
Movement of the last century. He had the friendship of Cardinal 
Mercier and the Abbe Pourtalés and he was responsible for the ne- 
gotiations with Pope Leo XIII concerning the Anglican Orders. It 
is therefore scarcely a matter of surprise that the accounts are related 
by men who were, for the most part, well known in English life. 

The tales, which number about thirty, are extremely varied in sub- 
stance. Ghosts of the old-fashioned stamp are the subjects of many 
of them. They are heralded by mysterious footsteps and clothed 
in antique costumes; and their glaring faces strike terror in the be- 
holder. Although the haunts of most of them are in English country 
houses, one apparition is recorded as having made his visitation in 
an Indian bungalow and another in the wastes of Northern Canada. 
Some dozen of the accounts are of prophetic dreams or of appear- 
ances foretelling events that were subsequently verified. There is a 
record of a horoscope made by the first Earl Lytton, whom Disraeli 
appointed Viceroy of India, which was said to have come true in 
every particular; and a convincing account of a phantom of a suicide, 
which appeared to his friend at the moment of the man’s death. 


The descriptions of the essential psychological experiences are 
vivid in the highest degree because, although circumstantial, they are 
set forth with great directness and are dressed neither in a pseudo- 
scientific jargon, nor in any of the adventitious trimmings by which 
writers of fiction try to impress their readers with feelings of horror. 
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The story with which the book is concluded is for this reason particu- 
larly appropriate. It is the late Lord Halifax’s own tale and makes 
no pretence of being genuine. The scene is laid in what is evidently 
his house near Kirby Underdale in Yorkshire. The narrative is ex- 
cellent and makes pleasant reading; but because it lacks the authen- 
ticity of factual perception, its merit is to give an added impression, 


by contrast, of the convictions animating the simple accounts that 
have preceded it. 


The concluding story is further of interest in that it suggests the 
collector’s theory of ghostly appearances. “‘What, indeed,” he says, 
“is a spiritual existence except intelligence, thought, will, in act? 
Even in our limited experience thoughts, vividly entertained by one 
person, seem able to reproduce themselves in the mind of another 
without words ... Is it, indeed, the truth that ghosts are the thoughts 
of the unquiet dead, and that, admitting the presence of spiritual 
existence in our midst, all else, the possible reproduction in our own 
consciousness of what possesses theirs, . .. may not follow as a matter 
of course? The eye sees what is reflected on the retina at its back. 
Is it impossible to believe that our souls may be possessed of a similar 
power of reflection adapted to their immaterial nature, which may 
render them capable of perceiving, and being affected by existences 
in that spiritual world to which they themselves belong?” 

Although the book makes no claim to cut a fresh path in this well- 
trodden ground, the serious student of the supernatural, whose scorn 
or mistrust need not be aroused by its readability, may nonetheless 
find it useful. Apparitions remain one of the most insistent, as 
they were one of the oldest subjects for psychic research. What- 
ever the explanation of the psychological experience, its reality is 
beyond question. Lord Halifax has evidently been at pains to acquire 
accurate data from the various witnesses and does not hesitate to 
mention diversities in their depositions, which naturally resulted from 
their differing psychological characteristics. The book is therefore 


a serviceable, as well as a pleasant, collection of occurrences relating 
to the subject. 


E.A.M. 














